
To:  Mike Burnham, Maine Principals Association 

 Ted Hall, Ski Committee Chair,Yarmouth High School, Ski  

 Ryan Holmes, Leavitt High School 

 Thomas Plourde, Spruce Mountain High School 

 Jake Hackett, Greenville High School 

 Mark White, Presque Isle High School 

From: KVAC Nordic Ski Coaches 

Re:  Nordic Skiing Classes 

Date:  March 31, 2015 

Please note that since the letter below was written, an article appeared in the Bangor Daily 
News that stated the full MPA membership would be voting on both the separation of 
alpine and Nordic and going to two classes in skiing at the April 30 general membership 
meeting. As you will see below, the KVAC Nordic coaches have major concerns about one 
of those proposals – going to only two classes in skiing. In addition to concerns about the 
merit of the proposal itself, we are very surprised to see that the decision to put the 
proposals up to a full MPA vote was made with no input from those most effected: the 
coaches, athletes, and parents. We urge you to look carefully at our thinking on the subject 
and would be glad to discuss the matter with the committee, preferably before the April 30 
general membership meeting. 

During the KVAC ski coaches’ meeting on March 16, 2015 Leavitt Athletic Director, Ryan 
Holmes informed us of the discussions within the MPA Ski Committee about separating Alpine 
Skiing and Nordic Skiing into two sports as well as the possibility of going from three classes to 
two. We have some feedback about those proposals we would like to share with you. 

We understand the rationale for separating Alpine and Nordic skiing and doing away with the 
overall skiing championship. This will give greater flexibility to both disciplines in terms of 
securing venues for the state meets and setting a schedule for the meets themselves. Though this 
is a big change in the way we have done things in skiing, we understand and support this 
decision. 

We do have serious concerns about decreasing the number of classes for nordic skiing from three 
to two classes. Some of the reasons for our concern about this proposal include: 

• Nordic skiing is the only unlimited participation sport available for most students during 
the winter season. One of our goals is to involve as many students as possible in co-
curricular athletic activities. We have seen an increase in the number of nordic ski teams 
in recent years (with Kents Hill, Ashland, and Fort Fairfield all starting teams in the last 



two years). Most of the increase in participation is occurring in small schools that are 
finding an interest in the sport on the part of their students and also finding that the costs 
to field a team are not exorbitant. Going to a two class system would force small schools 
like Ashland and Fort Fairfield to compete against much larger, established programs like 
Maranacook. The disparity in talent and experience would be quite discouraging to the 
skiers at the schools with budding programs. 

• Nordic skiing is a lifetime sport. Unlike football, you can still participate just fine in 
nordic skiing at the age of eighty. We should be doing all we can to encourage Maine 
youth to lead active, outdoor lives year-round.  

• At the 2015 State Meet there were a total of 60 nordic teams in three classes for boys and 
girls (28 boy’s teams and 32 girl’s teams). We think that is sufficient to justify having 
three classes and are confident that number will grow if we encourage the growth of the 
sport, especially among the smaller, rural schools. Schools such as Ashland and Fort 
Fairfield are not going to be adding hockey programs, but a nordic skiing program is 
another story. 

• The cost of continuing with three classes would be only marginally more than having two 
classes if we use the model piloted this year with classes B & C. It worked well to 
combine the two classes and separate the results. Something along these lines would 
reduce the number of nordic venues that would need to be found for the state meet. If 
nordic and alpine were no longer tied together for state meet purposes, the number of 
venues that could possibly host the state nordic competition would increase significantly. 

• It seems likely that nordic skiing and alpine skiing will be considered separate sports next 
winter. That is a significant change in high school ski competition. We think it would be 
ill-advised to make a second major change at the same time by reducing the number of 
classes.   We also feel that if nordic is a separate sport, we will continue to see increased 
participation and adequate numbers to justify a 3-class system. 

The KVAC nordic coaches are unanimous in urging the MPA ski committee to listen carefully to 
our concerns and keep the three-class setup for nordic skiing for the foreseeable future. Several 
of us would be glad to be at the next ski committee to discuss this issue with you further and 
answer any questions you might have. 

Sam Chard, Mt. Ararat High School 

Buzz Davis, Mt. Blue High School 

Steve DeAngelis, Maranacook High School 

Jane DiPompo, Spruce Mountain High School 

Chris Easton, Oxford Hills High School 



Richard Stetson, Camden Hills High School 

Dustin Williamson, Leavitt High School


